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SHARING MY FAITH—by Adele Walters 
 
Pastor’s Note:  It’s stewardship season again, both in the sense of our annual campaign to secure financial 

pledges for the coming year, and our Nominating Committee’s work of seeking church members called to 
serve as Deacons or Elders of the church.  As you consider your response to these campaigns, you may think 
about what church means to you.  In the coming months, the testimonies of several church members will be 
featured in our newsletter and during worship.  Do you have something to say about what church means to 
you?  Please contact Pastor Tiffany (tkomccaff@gmail.com) or send your written thoughts to the church office 
(fpc1@btc-bti.com).  Deadline for submissions for the next newsletter is Oct. 27.   

 
 Adele Walters is a long-time member of our church and has given much of her time and talents to the 
church, particularly working with the children.   She has combined Sunday school lessons with baking cookies, 
nurturing our children with the word of God and relationship with the church family.  Here’s what Adele has 
to say about what church, and this church in particular, have meant in her life: 
 
 My faith journey began as a toddler in Allegan, Michigan.  My par-
ents took us to Sunday School at the Presbyterian Church. We were 
nurtured and loved at that church until our family moved to the Paw 
Paw area.  Our parents purchased a general store in Almena.  We 
attended the Almena Methodist Church because we could walk there.  
In 1954, I was able to get a drivers license to drive between 8:00 am 
and 8:00 pm. I could deliver groceries for my family store.  Mostly I 
delivered my sister and me to the First Presbyterian Church of Paw 
Paw.  My sister and I often talk about how blessed we were to have 
parents that loved us unconditionally. 
 They trusted us to make good choices and mostly we did.  We did-
n’t want to disappoint them.  If we made a mistake, they were always 
there to help us pick up the pieces.  Frank and I were married in this 
church in 1957.  Our three sons were baptized here.  As a young mar-
ried couple, there was always an answer to problems that arose the 
previous week. 
 Our church family always have been a big part of our lives.  Our 
faith was tested when our grandson was sent to prison on drug relat-
ed use.  I finally prayed and asked God to put this in his hands and give 
us an answer.  He did answer with love, prayers, and support from our church family.  So many of our mem-
bers wrote letters of encouragement, “Grandma these people don’t even know me but they love me.”  That 
surely is God at work.  When I look into the face of a child, I feel the presence of God, when I go for a walk 
and see a fawn frolicking in the woods near our home, I feel the presence of  God.  I keep a note posted on 
my refrigerator “Prayer is taking our troubles to God!  Faith is leaving them there!” 

mailto:tkomccaff@gmail.com
mailto:fpc1@btc-bti.com
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A NOTE FROM NELSON:   
STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 

Thoughts on the nature and meaning of the word, 
”stewardship;” and its implications for daily living. 

 
 I remember hearing a sermon once in which 
the pastor said stewardship is a lifelong process.  
The Scriptural text was about our “time, talents, and 
treasure.”  Every human being has time, the ques-
tion is, how do we use our time?  Each day we make 
choices reflecting our values, hopes and dreams.  
These decisions should be based on each day being a 
gift from God, and we are responsible for the conse-
quences of our decisions.  The same is true about 
our talents, each of us has unique and special talents 
and skills to use for the common good.  So the first 
two items of this Scripture are about things that are 
part of who we are. The third, “treasure,” speaks to 
how we use our time and talents, for what we accu-
mulate that has meaning in our lives—possessions, 
money, friendships, and priorities. Our gifts and tal-
ents along with our situations all together create the 
context for the expression of our sense of steward-
ship.  In other words, we are stewards, custodians, 
housekeepers and managers of these gifts of the 
spirit which we receive each day and through which 
we share our time, talents and treasure with our 
neighbors, families, friends, and even the strangers 
and refugees in our midst. 
 
 Stewardship is a life-style for daily living as 
disciples of Jesus Christ!  A dear pastor friend and 
mentor, Rev. Dr. Al Weenink, often quoted Proverbs 
22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it.”  Al’s 
whole life and ministry was to cultivate the gift of 
generosity in persons of all ages and circumstances.  
For him, stewardship is the grateful gift shared with 
others in response to the abundant blessings each of 
us received unmerited or unearned throughout our 
lifetime.  His understanding is that the blessings we 
receive should call forth an offering of thanksgiving. 
He also believed it is the duty of the church, of fami-
lies and of each of us, to train up those under our 

care as well as our 
selves to be gener-
ous and thoughtful 
stewards of the 
manifold gifts of 
God.  This is accom-
plished through 
open hearts, open 
hands, and open 
minds. Any celebra-
tions or recognition 
experiences should 
be an occasion for 
joyful and generous 
offerings as an ex-
pression of our gratitude  
for those experiences and persons in our lives, corpo-
rately and individually. Stewardship should be a spir-
itual practice which we should habitually cultivate! 
 
 Many people think of “stewardship” as a four 
letter word – to be avoided, not to be mentioned, and 
to be ignore in our lives.  Not so, with a number of 
church families who have witnessed to the value of 
tithing in their lifetimes.  A “tither” is a person or fami-
ly that commit 10% of their income annually to God’s 
work in the world.  This is the basic Biblical standard 
for the offering of the first fruits of the harvest back to 
God in appreciation for the manifold blessings we re-
ceive daily. This was the way the community received 
resources to use to meet the need of it people, its 
neighbors and the strangers and aliens who lived 
among them.  Now I can hear your cries of, “but I can’t 
do that, I have too many obligations to meet.”  This 
commitment grew out of the understanding of being 
part of a community that you help and who helps you 
back in your time of need, for we are needy people 
ourselves.  While this may sound overly optimistic, let 
me simply say I have heard personally the witness of 
many persons and families who have said, with humili-
ty, “We can live comfortably on 90% of God’s gifts to 
us!” 

continued on p. 3 
 

Rev. Nelson Lumm 
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DEACON UPDATE FOR OCTOBER  

 The Deacons have been busy after enjoying a 
wonderful summer.  Deacons and Elders have been 
trimming the bushes and cleaning up the landscaping 
in front of church.  The sign is now easier to see and 
will be kept updated.  Also, the ads in the Flashes and 
Courier Leader will resume. 
 Lots of folks enjoyed Ice Cream Sunday on Sep-
tember 10— We will have another coming up in Oc-
tober! The Deacons will also sponsor the Cookie Walk 
at the October 21st Trunk or Treat held in the church 
parking lot. 
 Our September 16th Euchre night was a fun even-
ing!  Bert Ogden was the final winner, with three oth-
er players tied for second.  A great time for all, with 
tasty snacks  Please join us to polish your euchre skills 
on Saturday, October 28, 2017 at 7:00pm.  Just bring 
a snack to share. 

  The September 21st  potluck was enjoyed by 
33 of our church family, with many wonderful dishes 
and desserts!  No one left hungry and all enjoyed a 
good time of fellowship.  Save the date for the Octo-
ber 19th Fall Harvest Potluck @ 6:30.   Bring your ta-
ble service and a dish to share and enjoy! 

 Notes from Nelson on Stewardship, continued: 
 
 Legacy Gifting carries stewardship on for fu-
ture generations. Recently, I was asked to write an 
article about “Legacy Gifts” – those gifts that you pro-
vide to others through bequests upon your death and 
that sustains and affirms those values and priorities 
that were most important in your lives. Legacy Gifting 
represents the opportunity for you to extend to the 
next generation the same kind of generosity you re-
ceived from those who played it forward upon their 
death for your generation.   When thinking about 
such giving, it is helpful to think in percentages.  You 
may want to designate a certain percentage for your 
family, and then the balance designate for those 
causes that you feel most grateful for their influence 
and support in your lives as well as for the church for 
its spiritual nurture and sustaining community.  For 
me, I determined the percentage available and then 
made by designations.  When I came back to review 
these decisions, I discovered I had equally divided my 
benevolent gifts to the educational institutions that 
nurtured me personally and professionally; and to 
those religious entities that were my spiritual homes 
across the years.  For me, my response was shaped by 
the question, for what do I want to be remembered?  
 

 How would you answer that question?   

“THANKS BE TO GOD FOR HIS INDE-
SCRIBABLE GIFT!” - 2 Corinthians 9:15 

 
 Stewardship packets for 2018 pledge commit-
ments were mailed out last week—extra copies are 
available in the Narthex or church office.  Please 
prayerfully consider your support of the mission and 
ministries of our church.   

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gracecov.org%2Fmonkimage.php%3FmediaDirectory%3Dmediafiles%26mediaId%3D4869806%26fileName%3Dgiving-0-0-1920-741.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gracecov.org%2Fgive%2F&docid=yDzqCO_jCnbGoM&tbnid=4dhCLMN
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SUNDAYS AT 9:30 a.m. 
SOMETHING SPECIAL FOR EVERYONE! 

 Church school begins at 9:30 am in the choir 
room with singing, and then we head into worship 
until after the children’s sermon.  Children are  then 
invited to go downstairs for story and crafts or re-
main in worship if they choose.   
 Middle and High School Youth also gather at 
9:30, and have begun reading Jefferson Bethke’s 
book, “Jesus>Religion: Why He Is So Much Better 
Than Trying Harder, Doing Better and Being Good 
Enough.”  That’s sure to spark some interesting con-
versation.  Youth also have outings every month, and 
will start Magnify the Light in November.  
 We’re excited to have some new faces, and 
hope you can join us too! 

Pat Connor 
Formation Commission 

And the top ten  

Halloween candies are: 
1. Reese’s peanut butter cups   

2.  M & M’s   
 
 
 
    3. Snicker’s   
 
4. Hersey’s mini  
chocolates  
 
 
 
   5. Kit Kats   

 
 
6. Twix   

 
 
7. Three Musketeers    
 

 
        8. Starburst   
 
 

 
  9. Tootsie rolls   
 
 
10.Milky Way   
 

 
 

 
What’s your favorite?? 

Any and all donations of candy are much appreciated 
for our  annual Trunk or Treat on October 21st, from 
4:00 to 5:30.  If you see a sale or have a coupon, 
think of us!   Candy can be dropped off in the church 
office any time prior to the 18th of October.   
 

Happy Hauntings to all of you!! 
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 CELEBRATE THE 500th  
ANNIVERSARY OF THE  

REFORMATION 
    Sunday, October 29 will be 
a very special worship service 
celebrating 500 years of the 
Reformation, which is the 
turning point in church histo-
ry that gave rise to the 
“reformed” denominations, 
such as Lutherans, Presbyteri-
ans, Methodists, and other 
Reformed traditions.  Although the Reformation was 
a painful split from the Catholic church, this year it is 
marked by a renewed spirit of reconciliation between 
the Catholic and Reformed churches.   
 
 Our celebration will include a variety of music, 
some history, and a special guest appearance by Mar-
tin Luther himself!  We’ll also conduct the business of 
our annual Fall Congregational Meeting during wor-
ship, so be sure to attend! 
 
 

NEW HYMNAL DEDICATION NOV. 5 
 
   Over 100 new Glory to God hymnals have been 
purchased, and will be dedicated in worship on Nov. 
5, which is All Saints Day.  If you purchased hymnals, 
you will pick them up on your way into worship on 
Sunday morning and place 
them in the sanctuary for 
use.  Special invitations are 
also available in the church 
office if you would like to 
invite friends or family to 
join us for worship that 
day.  We’ll also honor our 
organist, Jim vanWestri-
enen, for 50 years of play-
ing the organ for our wor-
ship services!   Come cele-
brate with all the saints!  

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
 We began our year on Sunday, October 1, in 
the church library.  There were 14 of us there to 
share in the study of Matthew.  What an exciting 
group.  We began with getting acquainted and look-
ing into Matthew 9:9-38.  This is a scripture dealing 
with Matthew’s personal testimony of how he be-
came a disciple.  Matthew was a tax collector when 
he received Jesus’ call to join him as a disciple. We 
talked about Jesus’ illustration of not putting a patch 
of new cloth on an old garment and not putting new 
wine into new wineskins.  This illustrated how Jesus 
offered to Israel a new, fresh, exciting and long-
awaited, blessed kingdom that did not include all of 
the old rules, regulations, burden and intimidations 
of their religious leaders.  Jesus is a savior of sinners, 
a spiritual doctor, He gives His kingdom to the poor 
and comforts all who mourn. 
 
 

  We will be continuing this interesting study each 
Sunday morning at 8:45, won’t you join us?    

THE WINGS OF GOD ANNUAL 
FUNDRAISING BANQUET 

 
 The banquet will be held on Thursday, October 
12, 2017 at the Lawton Community Center.  Tickets 
are $25 and can be purchased at 
www.wingsofgodinc.org or call (269)  415-0777. 
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REACHING OUT TO  
SYRIAN REFUGEES 

 Imagine being faced with the choice to take up 
arms against your neighbors, or leave your home be-
hind.  Imagine traveling for miles with two small chil-
dren, living in refugee camps and settlements, and 
waiting years for a permanent home.  Imagine having 
three more children born during this time.  Then im-
agine finally arriving in a new country, where you 
can’t read the alphabet let alone speak the language.  
You have to manage doctor appointments for your 
whole family so you can get your vaccinations, have 
decayed teeth pulled, and register some of the chil-
dren for school.  Imagine learning to navigate the 
streets with signs you can’t read, and having to learn 
enough English to be able to get a job within a few 
months of arriving the United States.  
 
 This challenging scenario is a reality for the more 
than 30 Syrian families who have been re-settled in 
Kalamazoo recently.  Families receive a lean stipend 
and some support from organizations like Bethany 
Christian Services and SAMARITAS, but look to local 
churches and volunteers to help with so much else.  
Recently, a group of volunteers from our church and 
community have taken to supporting a family with 
five young children living in Oshtemo.  They have spe-
cific needs, which Dave Suter has organized on a cal-
endar and spreadsheet.  Other volunteers including 
Marlene Suter, Randy Silber, Sue Miller and Julia 
Payne, are helping the family get food from Loaves & 
Fishes, helping the kids with homework and helping 
the parents understand what there children are doing 
at school.   
 
 Currently, the family has a need to raise money to 
pay the insurance premium on a van that has been 
provided for them.  The cost for a  6 month premium 
is approximately $725.  If you would like to contrib-
ute towards this cost, you may make a donation to 
the church designated for Syrian Refugee Support.  
The insurance premium is due by October 15.  Any 
additional funds collected will be used to help the 
family with securing warm clothes and boots for the 
children and other household needs.    

LETTERS FROM LOIDA AND ERIC 

 Nothing brightens your day like a letter in the 
mailbox.  Pastor Tiffany recently received two letters 
all the way from Honduras!  They were responses 
from Loida and Eric, two children living at Montana 
de Luz, a home for children affected by HIV.  Our 
church has sponsored Loida and Eric since last Febru-
ary.   
 

 Loida writes:  “Hi Tiffany!  Thank you for writing to 
me.  My name is Loida and I am eight years old.  My 
favorite colors are purple, blue, brown, white, green, 
red, yellow and orange. I am in third grade.”   
 

 Eric’s letter says:  “Hello Tiffany!  How are you?  
Thank you for writing to me.  My favorite class is 
math and I like to play.  
 

 You can write to Loida and Eric – in English or 
Spanish!  Just bring your letter to the church office 
and we’ll mail it in for you, or see the information ta-
ble in the Narthex to send directly to Montana de Luz.   
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                                                ANNIVERSARIES:  

10/04 Royal & Judith Haefner 10/14 Jake & Jaime Pursley 
10/04 Gene & Phyllis Gruizenga-Sahr 10/24 Steve & Karen Racette 
10/14 Robert & Kathy Vought 10/27 Troy & Shelly Imus 
 
 

                                                                            BIRTHDAYS: 
10/02 Meg Waddell 10/12 Lauren Mroczek 
10/03 Mary Bolton  10/12 Matthey Mroczek  
10/04 Rocky Lee Sherburn 10/17 Adele Walters 
10/05 Jennifer Combs 10/21 Mary Ellen Smith 
10/05 Nicole Colgren 10/21 Ric Baker 
10/06 Bobby Yarbrough 10/22 Diane Triquet 
10/07 Kristen Garceau 10/22 Michael Walters 
10/07 Todd Pena 10/24 Camryn Baney 
10/08 Kathy Vought 10/25 Gordon Vliek 
10/12 Pat Peters 10/29 Nicole Taylor 
10/12 Brandon Mroczek 10/30   Taylor Imus 

Editor’s Note:  The birthdays and anniversaries  are  computer-generated.   If we are missing your special day  or our 
information is incorrect, please notify Sue in the church office at 657-3111 or email: firstpres1@btc-bci.com. 

 
OCTOBER GREETERS: 

October 8— Kevin & Shamra Zabonick 
October 15— TBD 
October 22— TBD 
October 29— TBD 

Head Usher for October is  
Jan Ogden.      Please contact  
Jan at  bertjan951@comcast.net. 

NOTE: New Handicap Parking spots!!! 
 

 For some time there has been discussion regarding 
the lack of accessible handicap parking at our church, but no 
longer. As of last month the building & grounds committee 
identified and placed signs on the first four parking spots on 
the corner of Pine & Kalamazoo Streets as Handicap  Parking 
only. With these signs in place, any vehicle without handi-
cap signage can be ticketed so share this with others so all 
will be aware of the change. Meanwhile, many thanks to 
Bert and crew for taking care of this need of our congrega-
tion and those who frequent meetings and activity’s here. 
 
 



 8 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
120 Pine Street 
Paw Paw, MI  49079 

 
Return Service Requested 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presbyterian News 
Volume 85, Issue 10 
 

 

Presbyterian News 

First Presbyterian Church of Paw Paw, Michigan 
120 Pine St – 269-657-3111 – firstpres1@btc-bci.com – http://www.pawpawpres.org 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 October 1st— Adult Bible Study in the Library at 8:45 a.m.  Royal and Judith Haefner will lead the 

study of Matthew.  Come and learn God’s Word. 
 October 12th—Wings of God Annual Fundraising Banquet, Thursday, October 12th at 6:00 p.m. at 

the Lawton Community Center, Lawton, MI.   
 October 15th - Youth outing to Verhage’s Cider Mill after worship.   
 October 21st—Trunk or Treat is Saturday, October 21st, 4-5:30 p.m.  Sign up in the narthex or con-

tact Pat Conner, patticonner6@gmail.com , if you can supply trunks or treats! 
 October 29th—Fall Congregational Meeting to be held during worship. 
 October 29th—Reformation Sunday.  Special celebration of this significant event in church history, 

including a Special Guest Appearance by the star of the Reformation, Martin Luther. 

October 

NOTICE OF CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 OUR ANNUAL FALL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held during worship on Sunday, October 
29th at 10:00 a.m.  Agenda items will include the usual business of electing Deacons and Elders, ap-
proving pastor terms of call, and a report will be given on the status of the property at 114 Pine 
Street (the former house of our departed member, Loretta Brunner).  

mailto:firstpres1@btc-bci.com

